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CONDITIONS. 


The Christian Secretary 1s published every 
Monday morning, at Central Row, six rods 
Gouth of the State House, at Two Dollars a 
ear, if paid in three months from the time of 
subscribing, if not an addition of 50 cents, ex- 
cept where there is a special agreement other- 
wise. Postage paid by subscribers. 

The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- 
tion, held sacred to the caase of Missions. 

A discount of twelve and a half per cent. 
will be made to Agents who receive and pay 
for five or more copies. 

Allsubscriptions are understood to be made 
for one year, unless there is a special agree 
ment to the contrary, at the time of subscri- 
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bing. 

Troenty.five cents willbe allowed to AGENTS 
for every good subscriber which they shall 
obiain for the Secretary, and returo the 
names to this office. 

LP No paper will be stopped except at the 
optioa of the publisher, uatil notice is given, 
and arrearages paid 

Allletterson the subject of this paper, or 
Communications for it, should be addressed to 
the Editor of the Curistian Secretary —PosT 
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ON TEE ST 
CONVERSIUN TO PROTESTANTISM. 

The New York Religious Chronicle 
has published the following article from a 
late London publication. It is a letter 
from M. M. Letevre, a respectable merch. 
ant of Lyons, France, to the Editor of 
the Courier Francais, and contains his 
reasons for embracing the Protestant faith, 
For this offence, an entire impression of 
the Courier was stopped at the Post Of- 
fice, «nd the Editor prosecuted by govern- 
ment.— Star. 


Lyons, June 25 1825. 

Sir,—You inquire what were the mo- 
tives which actuated me in the step | have 
just taken, and why | attach so much im- 
portance to becoming a member of the 
Christian Reformed Church. [am ready 
to inform you, and to epen my mind to 
you with the utmost candour. The Gos- 
pel, my conscience, and my reason—-these, 
in three words, have been my guides and 
advisers. 

I know, by my own experience, that 
man is a religious being. | felt the need of 
uniting myself toGod by an entire faith, 
and by worship ; but I felt also that this 
faith and this worship ought to have noth- 
ing in them contrary to that natural light, 
that reason, that consciousness of right 
and wrong, which God has implanted 
within us ; and that every religion which 
should not accord with these grand prin- 
ciples, or should shrink from being exam- 
ined upon them, could not be divine, since 
God cannot contradict himself, and his 
works cannot dread the light. 

It became, therefore, my wish to recur 
to the foundation of the Christian faith, by 
studying the Holy Scriptures in the love 
of truth ; and from that moment | may 
say anew day broke upon me. I read 
also some of the writings of those fathers 
of the church, who lived nearest the 
times of the Apostles ; and they accorded 
with the Gospel, in convincing me that 
the Christian Reformed church was the 
true church of Jesus Christ, since its 
faith and worship perfectly agreed with 
the doctrines of the Founder of Chris- 
tianity, and with those of his Apostles, 
and since I found nothing therein opposed 
to my natural light. 

i thought, from the first, that I ought to 
have recourse to the word of God alone, 
the divinity of which | acknowledged, and 
not to the opinions of men frequently led 
astray by their own passions and interest ; 
that | ought to look upon the Scripture as 
infallible, and to read it myself; that it 
must be so clear as to enable me to under- 
stand whatever in it concerned my faith 
and practice ; and that | ought not to seek 
the rule of that faith in human traditions. 
Scripture itself confirmed my opinion ; 
for [ there read that “the law of the 
Lord is perfect ;” that it is “* inspired by 
God to instruct, to rebuke, to correct, 
and to conduct to piety and righteous. 
ness ;” that Jesus himself said to his dis- 
ciples, “ Search the Scriptures ;’’ that 
he condemned traditions, saying to the 
Scribes “In vain do they worship me, 
teaching doctrines which are only the 
commandments of men; for they leave 
the commandments of God to follow the 
traditions of men ;” that St. Paul ana- 
thematizes all religious instruction which 
is not drawn from the Gospel ; “ There 
are some that trouble you, who would 
overturn the Gospel of Jesus Christ : 
but should we ourselves, or should an an. 
gel from heaven, preach a doctrine unto 
you different from that which we have 
preached, let him be accursed ;” that the 
Gospel is plain to those whom their pas- 
sions blind not, as St. Paul also says: ‘* If 
the Gospel which we preach is yet veiled ; 
it 8 to those unbelievers whose minds the 
god of this world hath blinded, in order 
thet they may not be enlightened by the 


light of the Gospel of the glory of Jesu 
Christ, who is the image of God ;” that 
St. Ambrose also says, ‘‘ The Holy Scrip- 
ture is useful to every one.”’ St. Chrys- 
ostom says again, ** The reading of the 
Holy Scriptures is a strong bulwark .a- 
gainst sin ; and ignorance of the Serip- 
tures is a great precipice, a deep abyss.” 
St. Basil also tells ns, ** All that is inclu. 
ded in the divinely-inspired Scripture, 
nor being of faith, is sin.” 

| feel therefore, that it was my duty 
to examine Scripture alone, to seek there- 


I perceive that it was the way pointed 
out by St. Paul himself, who, far from 
forbidding this examination to the people, 
savs, ‘Prove all things ; approve that 
which is good.” 

I dare not assent to the opinion of any 
church, merely as a church, nor of any 
council, while Jesus Christ announced 
‘** There shall arise false Christs and talse 
prophets, which shall do great sigos and 
wonders, insomuch as to deceive, if it 
were possible, the very elect.”” St. John 
also says on this subject ; ‘* My well be- 
loved, believe not every spirit ; but try 
whether the spirits be of God, for many 
false prophets are risen in the world.” 
The Abbe de Palermo himself admits, 
‘that the council may err, and that, in 
what regards faith, the conviction of an 
individual ought to be preferred to the 
opinion of the Pope himself.” “ I 
dread councils, (says St. Gregory of 
Nazianzen,) and I have never seen any 
which have not done more harm than 
good." 

The principles of Scripture, and of the 
earliest fathers, are those of the Reform- 
ed church ; and | remarked, with pleas- 
ure, that she establishes ber faith only as 
God and our own understandings tells as 
that it ought to be established. I observ. 
ed that the ministers of religion were in 
the Gospel forbidden to seek temporal 
power, riches and honour ; that charity, 
meekness, and humility, were to be char- 
acteristics of the priests of Jesus Christ. 
Peter says to them, ‘“‘ Feed the flock of 
God, with which you are charged, watch- 
ing over his conduct, not by a forced ne- 
cessity, but by a voluntary affection, 
which should be according to God ; not 
by a shameful desire of gain, but bya dis 
interested charity ; not domineering over 
the Lord’s heritage, but becoming exam- 
ples to the flock, by a virtue which springs 
from the heart ;”’ and Jesus Christ himself 
tells them, ** Trouble not yourselves 
concerning gold and silver, or other mon- 
ey in your purse.”’ He declares to them 
that if they act otherwise, they are but 
Scribes and Pharisees, whom he reproves 
saying, ‘* They love salutation in the 
public places, and to be called of men 
master ; but as for you, desire not to be 
called master, because you have but one 
master, and you areall brethren. Neither 
call any one on earth your father, because 
you have but one father, which is in 
heaven, and be not called teacher, be- 
cause you have but one teacher and but 
one master, whichis Christ. He who is 
great among you shall be your servant ; 
for whosoever exalteth himself shall be 


abased, and whosoever abaseth himself 
shall be exalted. Wo unto you, Scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites, because under 
the pretence of your long prayers, you 
devour widows’ houses. It is for this 
that you shall receive a more rigorous 
judgment. Wo unto you, for you cleanse 
the outside of the cup and the platter. and 
yet you are within full of rapine and un- 
c eanness.”’ 

I observed, likewise, that their mar- 
riage was approved of by the word of 
God, since it was not his will to make of 
them a separate caste with interest inimi- 
cal to those of society, and prevented from 
practising those numerous virtues to 
which the father of a family is called. 
St. Paul says, ‘‘ Let them marry, for it 
is better to marry than to burn.” In 
writing to Timothy, ‘* The bishop, then, 
must be blameless ; he must have mar- 
ried but one wife; he must be sober, 
prudent, grave, and modest, loving hospi 
tality, able to teach ; he must not be giv- 
en to wine, neithe~ violent nor hasty to 
strike ; but just and moderate, far from 
disputes, disinterested ; he must govern 
well his own household, keeping his chil- 
dren in obedience, and in all propriety.’ 
He says again, ‘‘ Have we not power to 
lead about with us a wife, who may be 
our sister in Jesus Christ, as do the other 
Apostles, and the brothers of ovr Lord, 
and Cephas?”’ And St. Clement of Alex 
andria, says himself, ‘‘ There are some 
who condemn the priests that marry ; but 
will they not also condemn the apostles ; 
for Peter and Philip had children, and 
the latter had his daughters married.” 


The ministers of the reformed religion 


follow this principle, and the examp!e of 
the Apostles ; they are, like them, fa- 
thers of families, patterns to their flock ; 
they livein simplicity, making no vows 
contrary to haman nature, the precepts 
of Scriptare, purity of manners, and the 
good order of society. 

1 have ¢mbraced their communion, 
because in it there is me protestation | 
before wood or stone, or old relics of 


corpses to which corruption has paid no 
respect. 
I have embraced this communion, de- 


in what I ought to believe and to do. cause in it every thing is referred imme- 
diately to God the Saviour of men, and 
not to creatures sinful like ourselves ; 


for, saith St. Paul, ‘*‘ There is but one 
God and one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus”? And St. 
John: * If any man sin, we have an ad 
vocate with the Father, Jesus (Christ,’’ 
being here the only hope of believers. 
they are entirely and uaiformly Chris- 
tians. 7 

| have embraced this communion, be- 
cause it does not enjoin upon believers 
to “exhibit their piety in the pomp of 
streets and public places—-a practice 
which Jesus Christ reproves, saying, 
‘** Be not like the hypocrites. who affec 
to pray standing apart in the synagogues, 
and at the corners of the streets, in or 
der to beseen of men. Ver'ly I say un- 
to you. they have their reward ; but you, 
when you pray, enter into your closet, 
and the door being shut, pray unto your 
Father whu seeth that which passeth iu se- 
cret, who wiil give vou its reward.- When 
you fast, be not sad, like the hypocrites ; 
for they affect to appear with a disfigored 
countenance, in order that men may know 
when they fast. Verily I say unto you, 
they have received their reward. But 
you, when you fast, anoint your head! 
and wash your face, that it may not ap 
pear unto men that you fast ; but to your 
Father, who is present in the most secret 
place ; and your Father, who seeth that 
which passeth in secret, will give you its 
reward.” 

I have embraced this commnnion, be- 
cause in it there is no assumption that he 
is a better man who eats fish, than he who 
eats beef; for | can never believe that it 
was the design of God, in creating an 
aliment always wholesome, to prohibit 
us from using it at certain periods, unless 
we purchase exemption. Jesus Christ 
speaks not thus in the following words : 
“It is not that which enters into the 
mouth which defiles the man ; but it is 
that which comes out of the mouth of man 
which defiles him.” And St. Paul says, 
‘* Eat of all that is sold at the shambles, 
without asking whence it comes, for any 
scruple of conscience ; for the earth is 
the Lord’s and all that therein is.” 

I have embraced this communion, be- 
cause in its public service every thing is 
understood and comprehended by every 
individual ; and having never learned 
Latin, | cannot believe it to be the will of 
God that ministers should edify me in 
Latin. The custom is condemned by St. 
Paul: ‘* Also, my brethren, if I should 
come unto you speaking in unknown 
tongues, what usefulness should | bring 
unto you ? | would rather speak in the 
church five words which 1 could under. 
stand, and which should instruct others, 
than repeat ten thousand in an unknown 
tongue.”” Pope John VIII was as much 
a Protestant as myself in this respect, for 
he said, ‘* Let the praises of God be sung 
in the native language ; and I really think 
that if what is said to us be good, useful, 
and edifying, it ought to be understood ; 
and if, on the contrary, it be something 
bad, it ought not to be said, either in Lat- 
in, Greek, or Chinese.” 

I have embraced this coummunion, be- 
cause it does not exclude from future hap- 
piness poor little children, on account of 
their parent’s neglect in not having them 
baptized before their death. This doc- 
tfine has always appeared to me absurd, 
unjust, insulting to the Deity, and unau- 
thorised by a single word of Scripture. 

Ihave embraced this communion, be- 
cause in it the Lord’s supper is a wholly 
spiritually ceremony, reminding us of the 
benefits which the Saviour came to con 
fer upon humanity,—a memorial of his 
death, in which the bread and wine repre 
sent only the body and blood of Jesus ; 
for I never could allow that a God whol- 
ly spiritual, the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth,—that God whose nature 
alone is infinity, could be swallowed like 
a wafer. It has ever appeared to me, 
that the idea which materialized the 
Creator, was an insult offered by us to 
him, as it is an insult to reason itself. 

Lastly, | have embraced the Christian 
reformed communion, and I have embra- 
ced it with faith, confidence, and happi- 
ness, because it is not supported by the 


aword of the executioner ; it does not 
place the scaffolds and tortures of the 
Inquisition beside the cross of Him, wh 
came, not to destroy men, but to save 
them. f acknowledge that the violence 
with which some of its early members 
may have been reproached, arose from 
ihe remains of haman.prejudice, from a 
habit of domination and of double power, 
(ecclesiastical and ae from which those 
men could not at once free themselves ; 
but at the present day this church is mill 
and charitable ; it needs not the Torque- 
mudo to support it ; it would not receive 
such aid; its precept is the precept of 
the Saviour ; ‘* You shall love the Lord 
your God, with all your heart, and with 
all your soul. and with all your mind : 
this is the greatest and first commandment: 
and this is the second, which is like unto 
it: * you shall love your neighbours #8 
yourselves, Ir these two comnmandman s 
are contained all the law and the proph- 
ets.” 

In this communion I recognize the true 
Charch of Jesus Christ. that primitive 
church which was restored by the Go-pe 
at the time of the Reformation. I bless 
God for having given me hus to distin 
guish his divine light’; my children will 
one day bless.me for having acted the 
part of an honest man, which is to em- 
brace the truth as soon as he perceives 
it, without disqaieting himself on account 
of the menaces and calumnies of those 
who shun the light, because their deeds 
are evil. If the step | have taken were 
yet to be taken, the prospect of tortures 
and of scaffolds would be vainly presented 
in order to stop me ; truth is my motto, 
the approbation of God and of my con- 
science is my law. Numbers are deter- 
red from imitating me by their indiffer- 
ence to the truth and to religion, and be- 
cause they fear rather to be censured 
in this world, than to be condemned in 
the other. 

——— 
ANABAPTISM. 

Mr. Joel Stimpson of Tolland, was 
firist sprinkled in infancy by Rev. Dr. 
Wiliams, and was afterwards when he 
‘became aman’ immersed ona profes 
sion of his faith by Rev. Mr. Nash, now 
colleague with the Rev. Dr Williams in 
the Pastoral office of the Congregational 
church in Tolland. 

Ought not the advocates of sprinkling 
to denominate Mr. Nash an Anabaptist ? 


QUERIES. 

Mr. Editor, 

What are we to understand by the lan- 
guage of those denominations, who in 
speaking or writing of the church to 
which they are attached—call it the 
Charch of Christ, in a place, when per- 
haps in the same place, there are twoor 
three other denominations of Christians. 
Do they intend to insinuate that none are 
churches of Christ but their own order? 
Would it not be more decorous, and sa- 
vour less of arrogance and bigotry to 
give the distinct name of the Church?—A 
word to the wise is sufficient. R. 


For the Christian Seeretary. 
NO. 3. 

The object of my last number was to 
offer some hints to the Baptist churches 
in this state, concerning a more efficient 
plan of operations in the Convention. 
Three plans of re-organization are now 
before them, and should they all be dis- 
carded by the general voice, and one more 
congenial to their feelings substituted, 
I shall readily acquiesce. It is not my 
intention to support by any strenuous 
effort either of the plans which | have 
offered, but shall endeavour to act in con- 
cert with the majority of my brethren 
on a point of such importance. Indeed, 
should the Convention continue to act 
upon the original Constitution, it will be 
my aim to co-operate with them as far 
as its imperfect principles will permit. 
As far however, as I am acquainted with 
the views of the denomination, we are 
generally agreed that a re-organization 
of the Convention is necessary. The on- 
ly difference of opinion as yet publicly 
discussed, relates to the local boundaries 
and primary object of the medium socie- 
ties. Previous to entering upon the 
topic proposed for this number, I would 
observe that, if I have a personal choice 
in either plan proposed by myself, it will 
fall on the second; and I should have 
offered no other for consideration, had I 
not been aware of a wish in some, that 
the Associations should become the me- 
dium Societies, and were | not very de- 
sirous that some improvement should be 
made in the present plan. 

On my second plan, the connexion be- 
tween the Primary and Medium Societies, 
}and General Convention; is mrore inime- 


diate, and unshackled from other weighty 
concerns ; and forms more natural and 
direct channels from the little fountains, 
to the great ocean of missionary opera- 
tions. itis, | humbly conceive, capable 
of uniting all the real friends of the cause, 
and drawing them into a combined and’ 
powerful system of missionary enterprise. 
Individuals in towns and churches who 
are desirous of seeing this work prosper, 
will immediately form themselves into 
Primary societies ; these societies will’ 
of course represent themselves in the 
Sectional Societies by delegates, who are 


‘actually members, and known to be in-~ 


terested inthe welfare of destitute church- 
es and perishing sinners. The bounda- 

ries of the Sectional Societies will be suf- 

ficiently large, to embrace a number of 
active and devoted disciples of Jesus, 

through whose influence, the meetings 

and operations of the primary and sec- 

tional societies will always be interesting. 

The Sectional Societies will also repre- 

sent themselves in the Convention by 

their own members ;—the experience of 
these members in the management of the 

Sectional Societies, will qualify them to 

act in the Convention with wisdom, ener- 

gy and decision; and a just represen- 

tation of the local, as well as general mis- 

sionary interests of the state, will be a 

point gained of vital importance. 

It will be perceived in all my remarks 
thus far, that Ihave endeavoured to point 
out the increased advantages which the 
Convention would receive in the system- 
atic efforts of brethren, who are already 
zealous in the cause of missions. But I 
might “perhaps with propriety observe 
that, such brethren will do well under 
any system. There are however others 
on whom we should bestow attention. 
We have many membere in our churches 
who, for various reasons, are destit:te of 
the missionary feeling which animates 
and fires the breast of others. The sit- 
uation in life of some, prevents their be- 
coming acquainted with the peculiarities 
of the subject’; the avocations of others, 
are obstacles to their attending the meet- 
ings of societies ; and there are not want- 
ing those, whose inclinations are averse 
from such measures. All these, and indi- 
viduals in every other situation in life 
should be visited personally ; their mind 
should be particularly informed on the 
subject ; the whole nature of the busi- 
ness should be disclosed, and their preju- 
dices (if any exist) should be removed 
by sound arguments and the testimony 
of facts. 

Tu acomplish these objects as exten- 
sively as the subject demands, it appears 
to me necessary, that, an Agent possessed 
of suitable talents, piety and zeal, should 
be employed by the Convention. The 
missionary spirit like all other true piety, 
is found most frequently, amongst those 
who are least able to forward the wishes 
of their heart. The settled Pastor or 
Minister in the church, has a continual 
press of pecalar duties to occupy his at- 
tention, and thongh his influence may be 
great, he finds it impossible to devote the 
time which ie essential to extensive suc- 
cess: thus, many are passed by, and the 
business is confined to the few, who vol- 
unteer in the good work. In this way, 
the *‘ great wheel” of this concern is 
ep! in motion by those little ones, which, 
y constant use are nearly worn ont. 

My acquaintance with the Baptists in 
Connecticut, is much more limited than 
I could wish, but is sufficient to convince 
me that if a man of the right stamp 
should visit them individually, and explain 
the motives and proceedings of the Con- 
vention, he would secure the decided co. 
operation of two thirds of their whole 
nu. ber; and when this point is gained, 
every thing of importance will naturally 
follow. 

The peculiar business of the Agent 
should be, to attend the meetings of the 
Convention and Sectional Societies ; to 
visit the churches ; form Primary Socie- 
ties, and seek a personal interview with 
every family and individual of the denom- 
ination: he should solicit subscriptions 
which should be made payable to the 
treasurer of the primary society nearest 
the subscriber, or to the Agent, if no such 
society exist. At the same time,~he 
should blend with his solicitation, those 
ministerial instructions and prayers, 
which might, with the blessing of heaven, 
be instrumental in the conversion of souls 
and the edification of the church,—and 
these labours should be repeated annually. 
Such measures as these, would rag ase 
expectation of ample funds being placed 
tn the treasuries of the societies, and the 
destitute churches being soon supplied 
with the gospel of the grace of God. 

As an illustration of the correctness of 
this conclusion, let as renrember, that the 


Lo 


gumber of ist ‘communicants in this 
state, is not far from ten thousand. I 
presume it will be admitted that one 
thousand of this number can be found. 
who could without any real disadvantage 
to themselves, give one dollar each, an- 
nually, another thousand could with equal 
ease give fifty cents each. One thousand 
more without difficulty give twenty five 
cents each ; and double that number 
weuld without hesitation give twelve and 
a halfcents each. In this estimation, I 
have included only one half the number o 
actual communicants, and leave room to 
suppose the other half are in indigent 
circumstances, absent, or in other re- 
spects unable to assist inthe object. Still 
the sum total of the calculation, is two 
thousand dollars annually. That this 
sum might be realized, | have not a 
doubt ; for in the estimate, 1 have saic 
nothing of those, who have for years been 
in the habit of giving several dollars an- 
nually for missionary purposes, and who 
would undoubtedly continue that prac- 
tice ; nor have I mentioned the thousands 
in our societies who, though not com. 
municants, have frequently manifested a 
disposition to aid in our benevolent de- 
signs. The number connected with our 
churches in this manoer, is at least, equal 
to the number of communicants ; and a 

mongst those, would be found enough to 
make up all deficiencies that might occur 
in the above calculation, made with ex- 
clusive reference to church members. 
The calculation is purposely made mod- 
erate, to show what great results may a- 
rise from a well organized system of 
small means ; and I ask, who is prepared 
to assert, that the Baptist denomination 
in Connecticut, are not abundantly able 
to appropriate two thousand dollars an- 
nually to missionary purposes, when that 
amount, will only average about ten cents 
from each individual ? 

If there is any consistency in these an- 
ticipations, suffer me to ask your atten- 
tion to the immense advantages which 
would immediately result to our churches. 
In the person of the Agent, we should 
have a faithful, zealous missionary, cir- 
culating continually through the State. 
The funds procured through his instru- 
mentality, and the zeal of other friends, 
would enable the Convention to supply 
every destitute church with stated preach- 
ing ; and with the blessing of God, we 
should soon see the broken walls of Zion 
rebuilt ; her waste places cultivated ; 
her solitary places made glad ; while the 
desert around her would blossom as the 
rose. . 

I might here close my remarks, hoping 
that my feeble efforts may prove in some 
degree instrumental in arousing the atten- 
tion of my brethren to a subject of such 
importance. But I will only remark fur 
ther, that, if no other object were gained 
by this system, than merely keeping a 
godly man constantly employed in visiting 
our destitute churches ; his labours alone, 
would amply repay our trifling sacrifices 
necessary to his support ; he would be 
an important link in the chain of our fra- 
ternal affection, which, while it served to 
extend our christian fellowship and affec- 
tion, would at the same time strengthen 
our band of union. 

1 am glad, Mr. Editor, that you have 
manifested in a few editorial remarks, the 
interest you feel on this subject : may 
our prayers mingle before the throne of 
grace, that this interest may break forth 
on our right hand and on our left, until 
our brethren universally shall come for- 
ward, realizing that they ‘tare not their 
own ;” that they ‘‘ are bought with a 
price,” and should therefore, * glorify 
God in their body and spirit, which are 
his,’’ and I trust we may soon behold our 
denomination not only retrieving their 
missionary character, but also enjoying the 
peace and joy which are invariably in- 
fused into the soul of those whose whis- 
pering angel says, ‘* well done thou good 
and faithful servant.”’ 

Another Member of the Convention. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


BAPTIST PRINCIPLES, NO NEW 
INVENTION. 

Theodore Beza, the cotemporary and 
colleague of Calvin, in his ‘* Treatise of 
the famous pillars of learning and reli- 
gion,” says, ‘‘ As for the Waldenses, I 
may be permitted to call them the very 
seed of the primitive and purer Chris- 
tian Church, since they are those that 
have been upheld, as is abundantly mani 
fested, by the wonderful providence of 
God, so that neither those endless storms 
and tempests by which the whole Chris 
tian world has been shaken for so many 
succeeding ages, and the western parts at 
length so miserably oppressed by the 
bishop of Rome, falsely so called ; nor 
those horrible persecutions which have 
been expressly raised against them, were 
ever able so far to prevail as to make 
them bend, or yield a voluntary subjec- 
tion to the Roman tyranny and idolatry.’’f 

Bullinger, in the preface to his Ser 
mons on the book of the Revelation, (A. 
D. 1530,) writes thus concerning the 
Waldenses. ‘‘ What shall we say, that 
for four hundred years and more, in 
France, Italy, Germany, Poland, Bohe-. 
mia, and other countries throughout the 
world, the Waldenses have sustained their 

rofession of the gospel of Christ, and in 


several of their writings, as well as by con- 
tinual preaching, they have accused the 
Pope as the real Antichrist foretold by 
the Apostle John, and whom, therefore, 
we ought to avoid. These people have 
undergone divers and cruel torments, yet 
have they constantly and openly given 
testimony to their faith by glorious mar- 
tyrdoms, and still do so to this day. Al. 
though it bas often been attempted by the 
most powerful kings and princes, instiga- 
ted by the Pope, and it hath been found 
impossible to extirpate them, for God 
hath frustrated their efforts.” 

Lindnus, a Catholic Bishop of the See 
of Ghent, who wrote in defence of the 
tenets of the church of Rome, about 1560, 
terms Calvin “ the inheritor of the doc- 
trine of the Waldenses.’’* 

Ecchius reproached Luther, that he 
only renewed the heresies of the Wal. 
denses and Albigenses, of Wicklifl, and of 
Huss, which had long ago been condemn 

ed. With him also may be classed Claude 
Rubis, who wrote the history of the city 
of Lyons, in which, adverting to the prin 

ciples of Luther, he says, ** the heresies 
that have been current in our time, are 
founded upon those of the Waldenses,”’ 
and he calls them “the relics of Wal- 
do.” 

To these impartial testimonies, which 
are more than sufficient to settle the 
question of family likeness, I shall only 
add that of the learned Limborch, protes- 
sor of divinity in the university of Am- 
sterdam, and that of Dr. Mosheim, the ec- 
clesiastical historian. The former com 

paring them qith the Christians of his 
own time, says, ‘* To speak candidly 
what [ think, ofthe modern sects of Chris- 
tian, the Dutch Baptists most resemble 
hoth the Albigenses and Waldenses.’’t 
The latter, notwithstanding the flimsy, 
confused, and, in many instances, the er 

roneous account which he has given ot 
the Waldenses, yet has expressly owned, 
that ‘* before the rise of Luther and Cal. 
vin, there lay concealed, in almost all the 
countries in Europe, persons who had 
adhered tenaciously to the principles of 
the modern Dutch Baptists.”’f 

“The Waldenses asserted a much 
more ancient pedigree ; and assumed to 
be of the old Roman Church, before it 
was corrupted by the Papal innovations.’’f 
viz. that established by Christ and his 
Apostles, 


{Preface to Morland’s History, p. 7. quotnd 
by Jones, vol. ii. p. 76. | 
{Preface to his Sermons, quoted by Perrie, 
ch. vi. and by Jones vol. ii. p. 77. 
*Jones vol. 1 p. 83. 
+Limborch’s History of the Inquisition, vol 
i. ch. viii. 
tMosheim’s Eccles. History, cent. xvi Sec. 
iii. part ii. ch. iii. quoted by Jones, vol. ii. 
. 84. 
. +Dr. Symmons, see life of Milton, 2d Edit. 
1810, p. 317—319—quoted by Jones, vol ii. 
p. 325. 
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INFIDELS LOOK AT THIS. 


Picture of mankind from the pen of Vol- 
tarre. 

**Who can without horror consider 
the whole earth as the empire of destruc- 
tion? It abounds in wonders; it abounds 
in victims ; it is a vast field of carnage and 
contagion!—Every species is without 


| pity ; pursued and torn to pieces, through 


the earth and the air and water! Inman 
there is more wretchednes than in all oth- 
er animals put together. He smarts con- 
tinually under two scourges which other 
animals never feel ; anxiety and listless- 
ness in appetence, which makes him wea- 
ry of himself.—He loves life, and yet he 
knows that he must die. If he enjo 
some transient good for which he is thank- 
tul to Heaven, he suffers various evils, 
and is at last devoured by worms.—His 
knowledge is his fatal prerogative ; other 
animals have it not. He feels it every 
moment rankling and corroding in his 
breast. Yet he spends the transient mo- 
ment of his existence, in diffusing the mis- 
ery that he suffers ; in cutting the throats 
ot his fellow creatures for pay ; in cheat. 
ing and being cheated ; in robbing and be- 
ing rebbed ; in serving that he may com 

mand; and in repenting of all that he 
does. —The bulk of mankind are nothing 
more than a crowd of wretches, equally 
criminal and unfortunate ; and the globe 
contains rather carcasess than men. | 
tremble upon a review of this dreadful 
picture, to find that it implies a complaint 
against providence ; and | wish that I had 
never been born.” 

Well does the Rev. David Simpson in 
his “ Plea for Religion,’’ page 161, re- 
mark on this picture of Voltaire, ‘* Let 
any man consider this declaration ; and 
afterwards proceed to take a view of the 
last three months, and dying scene of Vol 
taire, and then let him say what this old 
sinner ever gained by his boasted infideli 
ty and philosophy.” 

We beg Izave to add. Let any unbe- 
liever proceed to take a candid view of the 
state of his own mind and his experience 
of the world, and then say what he has 
gained by his boasted infidelity and philos- 
ophy. Let him jodge whether the fore- 
going picture of infidels is not a true like- 
ness of himself: and when he has deter- 
mined that point, then look at the course 
of the humble Christians, who live agree- 
ably to their profession. They pity and 
relieve the miserable ; not only do they 


| ness thereof.” 


Y/time, or standing “idle in the market 
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into tribulation, they ‘‘ count it all joy.” 
Their lives are ‘*not dear” to them- 
selves, and ‘although worms destroy this 
body, yet in their flesh shall they see 
God.” The natural fear of death 1s su- 
perseded by ‘* a‘hope fall of immortali- 
ty,”’ so that they often die in transporting | 


+e in prosperity, but when they fall | pas 


triumph. Is the pictare drawn by Vol- 
taire a likeness of these men? Wiil any 
deist of the least candour pretend that it* 
is? Surely not. It is precisely the re-. 
verse. QO ye infidels! !f you have any 
pity, either for yourselves or your fellow 
men, do not destroy the only thing in ex- : 
istence that can make men happy ; name- 
ly, the Christian religion. But why.do ! 
thus beseech you? You cannot destroy 
it. Yourselves you may destroy. And 
when you have laboured as long, and as 
zealously as did Voltaire, thea with agon- | 
izing horror you may exclaim with him, | 
‘** | wish that [ had never been born.”—. 
The Bible responds to the direful excla- | 
mation, ** It had been good for tha tman, | 
if he had not been, born.” 

B. 
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FIVE CAUSES OF CHKISTIAN 
SLPUPIDITY. 


1. Conformity to th: world. To be) 
conformed to the world, is to be led by its 
spirit, actuated by its motives, flattered 
by its prospects, and satisfied with its 
comiorts.  [f is to adopt the maxims, 
seek the pleasures, and regard the objects 
of worldiy men. This frame of mind is 
evinced by the general, and prevailiug in 

quiry, Who will show us any good—what 
shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and 
wherewithal shull we be clothed. The 
cares of this life have gained a complete 
victory over the mind, and the soul is en- 
slaved by their sordid influence. This 
state is as highly opposed to the spiritual 
interests of the saints, as it is to the di- 
vine commands; for the love of the 
world, and the love of God, can never 
bear equal sway in the same heart, Ve 
cannot serve God, and ma:rnon.”’—The 
divine command is, “ Be au: confurmed to 
this world, but be ye tran. for ned by the re- 
newing of your minds, thai ye may prove 
what ts that good. xcceptable, and perfect 
will of God.” And who, that has been 
long in the service of Christ, but has learn 

ed that, ** to be carnally minded 1s death.” 
Therefore brethren we are debtors not to the 
flesh to live after the flesh, for if ye live af- 
ter the flesh, ye shall die, but if ye through 
the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live.”” 

1}. Inactivity in the divine service. Suit- 
able exercise is essential to the health of 
the body: The same is true in heavenly 
things. Graces languish, strength and 
beauty decay, and the health of the soul 
declines in proportion to the relaxations 
of religious effort. Solomon says, ** by 
much slothfulness the building decayeth, and 
through idleness of the hands the house 
droppeth through.— Drowsiness shall clothe 
a man with rags.”” Spiritual sloth is also 
sure to produce a sad decline of all the pi- 
ous exercises, and heavenly enjoyments 
ofthe soul. Then activity should be our 
study —To do something for Christ and 
his cause, should be the purpose and de 
sire of every day.—Our intellects, our 
persons, property, and all we have are 
bis, ‘* the earth is the Lord’s, and the ful- 
As stewards we are to pos- 
sess these earthly premises afew days, 
and then give account. Saith Christ, 
** occupy tall I come,” and again he says, 
“I come qguickly.”” To be inactive at 
such a time as this, is like trifling with seed 


place.” Yea, it is sporting with eternal 
interests. Imperfectly do Christians re- 
alize how greatly their saying, a little 
more sleep, a little more slumber, a little 
more folding of the hands to sleep, charms 
the ear of the adversary. Their seasons 
of stupidity and neglect, are his time, and 
the power of darkness. Let the Chris- 
tian beware of this state, for it is danger- 
ous. Sampson lost his locks and his 
strength, by sleeping in Delilah’s lap. 
Ill. The indulgence of unholy passion. 
It is admitted that in the best hearts there 
are remains of corrupt nature There is 
a ‘‘law in the members—the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit.” But inordinate desires 
do not habitually reign in any renewed 
mind. A true Christian may have a be- 
setting sin, he may be specially inclined to 
a particular vice ; perhaps in the days of 
his vanity he was given to intemperance— 
profane swearing—sabbath breaking—lv 
ing—or he may have some “ root of bitter- 
ness,”’ an old grudge against a brother, or 
neighbour. But if any of these roots are 
suffered to spring ap and prevail, they 
are sure to produce gall and wormwood ; 
they are ‘vines of Sodom,” and will 
produce fruits of bitterness. A mind left 
to the dictates of such principles is in a 
deplorable state. It isso far from abound- 
ing with the fruits of the spirit, which are 
Love, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
that itis filled with contention, anger and 
revenge. To say that piety has declined 
in this heart is not enough. It has fled— 
Here the divine presence can no longer 
abide. It must be terrible for this char- 
acter to recollect that *‘if any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he it none of his.— 
And if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 


ses. for where esipying and wt ss, 
there is confusion and every evil ie i 
1OTA. 


To be continued. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor. 
NortHampTon, Feb. 15, 1826. 
Dear Brother, 


1 have just attended a Ministers’ meet- 
ing in West-Springfield. Our Brethren 
serving at the altar in Religion, are seek- 
ing, and I trust, gaining improvement. 

We have some interesting inteltigence 
and requests, as the Executive Committee 
of the * E. B. Society, of the western 
part of Massachusetts.” A new Society 
formed west of this, for the object of sup- 
plyiog 6 destitute Baptist Churches by 
two ttinerant Ministers, asks our aid.— 
Increasing interest, efforts, and blessings, 
are evident. 

A Union Meeting was also attended— 
They have been appomted for some 
months, and have assembled the Baptist 
Ministers and those sharing in the recent 
Revivals, in this region— They encourage 
our hopes, and give fresh stimulus to 
prayer—They afford an antepast of heav- 
en by promoting holy joy, and carry con 
viction to the ‘* world”’ that the ** Rock” 
of their hopes, the source of their de- 
lights, is not as ours, and thus by a divine 
blessing they extend the work of salvation, 
for which all ministerial labor is employ- 
ed. 

In West-Springfield, Agawam, and Suf- 
field, a well as Whately, the Revival 
progresses. I rejoice to add that m 
Northampton, prayers have been answer- 
ed in a work of grace, impressing numbers 
with deep distress for sin—in liberating 
some, and bringing twv to confess Christ 
before men, one of whom has fourteen 
apprentices and journeymen, before whom 
his prayers and conversation bas begun, 
as we hope, to “shine to the glory of 
God.”” He ‘immediately conferred not 
with the flesh and blood ” but * arose 
and was baptized straightway.” 

At our Covenant Meeting last Satar- 
day, at Russell, ten related the dealings of 
a precious Savivur with their souls, who 
(mostly) have within two weeks, by re- 
pentance, as we trust, given joy to angels, | 
and were received as candidates for the 
ordinance of Bapusm, which | adminis- 
tered the Lord’s day tollowing, in the 
Westfield Kiver, to siz, in presence of a 
great collection, who with apparently 
deep interest, viewed it as the reaction of 
scenes familiar 1500 years ago, and which 
by a prevailing work of the Holy Spirit, 
we hope will be frequent here. After 
whichthey ‘* were added to the Church,” 
by assenting to the covenant and *“ doc 
trine” of faith—received the mght hand 
of ** fellowship’’—enjoyed the ‘ break- 
ing of bread and prayers.” O may they 
be ** steadfast,” and thro’ divine mercy, 
may a great company be “‘ obedient to 
the faith.” 

Pray for us dear Brother, and for the 
coming kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. WILLARD. 
— 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


As we cunsider Sabbath Schools as one of 
the most effectual means now in operation, 
tending to the universal extension of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, we cannot but feel inter- 
ested in their prosperity—and hope the sub- 
ject will receive the increasing attention of 
our brethren; with this view we present the 
following extract from the ‘‘ Circular Letter 
of the Hartford Association” for 1825. 


God is a sovereign in the dispensation 
of his mercy; yet he works by means, 
and has established them as his ordinary 
plan of operation ; and is employing, and 
will employ, human agents for the exten- 
sion of his kingdom through the earth. 
He has committed the rich treasure of the 
Gospel to earthen vessels, that the excel- 
lency of the power may be scen to be of 
God, and not of the instruments employ- 
ed. 

No member of the Church of Jesus 
should be inactive in the Lord's vineyard. 
There is inthis service sufficient scope 
for the diversified talents of all, and all 
are under the strongest possible obliga- 
tions to exert them with faithfulness and 
perseverance. 

Among the objects which have recently 
attracted the attention of the truly Godly, 
none it is thought possesses a stronger 
claim to the consideration of our church- 
es, than Sabbath Schools. 

These schools are of comparatively re- 
cent date in this country. The pious 
Robert Raikes,, who has the honour o! 
first trying the experiment, made his first 
attempt in Gloucester, England, about 40 
years ago, and now these schools have ex- 
tended to nearly every land, where the 
blessed Gospel of Christ is proclaimed. 

The plan on which these schools are 
founded, has no parallel on the score of 
economy. 

** No fee but what is paid 

In the warm blessings of the grateful heart,” 
is demanded by the thousands now enga- 
ged in the delightful service of conduct- 
ing the Sabbath School Seminaries. It is 
in a peculiar sense, a “‘ work of faith, and 
a labour of love ;*’ and the result has been 
vastly more favourable, than even its ear- 
ly friends anticipated. 


>. 


ineither will your Father forgive your tres- 


rejudices 4 sor, these institution, are 
now scarcely found to exist among the 


ja ‘a a 
pious. {f apy of our brethren still hes). 
tate, ‘in regard to the duty of a prompt 
rand vigorous engagement in the cause of 
Sabbath School instruction, we would ad- 
dress them in the interesting language of 
Christ to his Church. “If thou know 
not, O thou fairest among women, go thy 
way by the footsteps of the flock, and feed 
thy kids beside the shepherds’ tents, [| 
have compared thee, O my love, to a com- 
pany of horses in Pharaoh’s Chariot.” . 

Our dear children, born in sin, are 
not the Lambs of Christ until born again, 
but it is our privilege and duty, to feed, 
or instruct them, beside the shepherds’ 
tents, or Church of Christ. 

And this service is highly useful in ma- 
ny respects, especially as it elicits the 
strength, and piety of the body of the 
church, both male and female, and is found 
to produce a powerful reaction upon those 
who are engaged in imparting instruction ; 
and is calculated in its nature, and does 
most wonderfully through the blessing of 
the Spirit, cause the church to answer to 
the figure of a company of horses. well 
disciplined, and labouring in a situation 
where they may exert all their strength, 

So each member of the Charch of 
Christ may in this service, aid in preach- 
ing Christ and him crucified. 

Let us not say in opposition to success- 
ful experiment, that that service cannot 
be performed except in large towns, and 
in more populous villages. 

Let the example, and the success of our 


brethren in the forests of North Carolina,*’ 


and in many other places, excite us to em- 
ulation, and let all our churches in this 
matter come up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. 


*In 1822, at a time when the chureh at 
Friendship Meeting House, in the c. unty of 
Moore, was in a very low state, the Lord put 
it into the hearts of a few who waited for the 
consolation of Isravl, to establish a Sabbath 
School. This was much opposed at first, but 
the thing pieased the Lord, and he sent pros- 
perity, and while opposition was put to silence, 
the place of worship soon became too small to 
accommodate the multitude who attended ; a 
new and commodious house was erected to 
accommodate the school, aad the congrega- 
tion. The Lord poured out his spirit upon 
both teachers and pupils, and some of them 
gave satisfactory evidence of a change of 
heart Old members of the church were 
aroused, and began to call mightily upon God. 
A missionary spirit fired the breast of almost 
every one, a Society was formed auxiliary to 
the Baptist State Missionary Society, about 
60 dollars raised in aid of its funds, between 
70 and 80 were added to the Church, and from 
among the believers, five have devoted them- 
selves to the work of the gospel ministry.— 
This work hath God wrought among a people, 
who live far more scattered than in any part of 
this State. 
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HARTFORD, Monpay, Fesruary 27, 1826. 


The remarks of “‘ another Member of the 
Convention” No. 3, will be found on the first 
page of this paper. 


—<p— 

The letter from “« Mr M. Lefevre,” of 
the city of Lyons, to the Edior of the ** Cour- 
ier of France,” on the first page of this pa- 
per, is worthy an attentive perusal, as it es- 
tablishes these important facts, viz. That 
the sword of the Spirit which is the word of 
God, is still able to make men wise unto salva- 
tion, when properly received. 

That there are now in France some, who 
possess Christian ‘‘ virtue” sufficient, to 
cast off the shackles, and discard the corrup- 
tions of the Romisb Church. 

That ‘* the powers that be” are opposed to, 
and are fearful of, the effects of this spirit of 
free inquiry. 

May we not consider instances like this, 
as affording evidence, that the time hastens 
when the face of covering which has been 
over all nations, shall be removed, and “ the 
true light” universally shine with heavenly ef- 


fulgence. 
—p>—— 


REVIVALS. 

From various parts of the country, we have 
the “‘ Good News,” that the Lord is pouring 
out of his spirit, bringing sinners back from 
their rebelion, and reviving the hearts of the 
contrite. 

In many places in the State of New-York, 
particularly at Rome and its vicinity, the Lord 
is working marvelously, and multitudes are 
returning to Zion with songs of holy joy. 

In the state of Vermont, large accessions 


are now making to the number of the friends 
of Jesus. These things are done that the 


scriptures may be fulfilled which Christ spoke 
to his disciples. ‘ When the Comforter is come, 
whom { will send unto you from the Fatber, 
even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 
‘- He shall reprove the world of sin, of right- 
eousness, and of Judgment.” 

The shedding down of this influence was 
not limited to the days of the Apostles, but it 
yet continues to decend, and will cdntinue,un- 
til the mystical body, of Jesus shall be com- 
plete in him. 

For the bestowment of this transcendent- 
ly rich gift, God will be enquired of by his 
people. Are any mourning that “ the former 
or the latter rain” of Gods grace is with-held? 
it becomes with such, an important duty to 
enquiré of the Lord wherefore he contends 
with them, and to take to themselves words 
and turn unto the Lord.—Then will he enligh- 
ten their darkness, and cause the day spridg 
from on high to visit them. ¥ 
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she Ministers meeting tor Windham coun- 
tv, was held agreeable to appointment at 
Hampton, on the 2d Tuesday of this month. 
The interview was interesting, solemn and 
pleasant.—The next meeting will be held the 
od Tuesday in May next. 


We learn by a letter from our respected 
Correspondent at Mansfield, that the Influen- 
za prevails in that town to so great a degree, 
that the Factories, and some of the schools, 
have been compelled to suspend their opera- 


tlons- 


al 


The resolution proposed to Congress by Mr. 


Condict, of N. Jersey; we think cannot fail 
to give entire satisfaction to every friend of 
his country. 

This resolution submitted to Congress on 
the Sth inst. pruposes to increase the duty on 
all imported spirituous liquors, and to impose 
an excise on all liquors distilled within the 
United States. 

We have long entertained the opinion that 
such a course as this resvlution contemplates 
was expedient, and even necessary. Should 
Congress lessen the duty on imported salt, 
which is a necessary of life, and adopt the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Condict, or adopt 
the resolution only, they would most certain- 
ly give evidence of their wisdom, and render 
an essential service \o their country. 


A tremendous gale was experienced on the 
6th of December, at Gibraltar, a short ac- 
count of which will be found on the 3d page. 


_—— 


We have received the first number of the 
‘« Literary Casket,” a periodical paper in the 
quarto form, published by Messrs. Norton & 
Russell, of this city. 

The appearance of the paper is respectable 
nits style and mechanical execution.——The 
original essays and selections, give evidence 
of such a portion of talent and industry, as 
should secure to its proprietors a competen: 


share of public patronage. 
—_—— 


A “Constant Reader” is received, and is 


under examination. 
(a 


General Lutelligeuce. 
 GCONGRESSIONAL. 


February |5, 1826. 

In the Senate, the bill for the survey of a 
route for a (anal across the Peninsula of 
Florida was the subject of discussion the 
whole day, and was ordered to be engrossed 
for its third reading. The ioteresting views 
contained in the letter of Mr. White, the Del- 
egate from Florida, which was addressed to 
the Committee on Roads & Canals, will show 
the general grounds on which the subject was 
recommended to Congress, and the probabil- 
ity that the undertaking is likely to be crown- 
ed with success. During the discussion, Mr. 
Jobnston, of Louisiana, stated that 150,000 
tons of shipping were employed in the com- 
merce of the Mississippi ; that 732 vessels en- 
tered the port of New-Orleans during the 
year 1825; and that he had received froma 
gentleman in Boston, well infurmed on the 
subject, a schedule of all the vessels lost on 
ihe Bahama Banks and the Straits of Florida, 
hast year; that they amounted to 64 vessels : 
that the first five amounted to $478,000, and 
the whole loss of the balance would exceed 
$700,000. 

+ . 

In the House of Representatives, yesterday, 
Mr. Forsyth introduced resolutions on the 
subject of repealing and modifying parts of 
the act of March, 1819, in relation to the 
Slave Trade Mr. Stoors, of New York in 
troduced a resolution relative to an amend. 
ment of the Constitution, as to the appoint- 
ment of United States Senators, which his res- 
olution proposes to be made by electors in 
each state. On motion of Mr. Thompson, of 
Pennsylvania, the committee on Military Af. 
fairs were instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of erecting a chapel at West Point. 
On motion by Mr. Estill, of Va. the Commit 
teeon Military Pensions were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending the 
laws relating to Revolutionary Pensioners. 
A motion was made by Mr. J. Johnson, of 
Kentucky, to reconsider the decision of the 
House rejecting the resolution offered by Mr. 
Miner, of Pennsylvania, having reference to 
the proposed breakwater. The House then 
went into Committee on the Navy Appropria- 
tion Bill, which was ordered to a third reading 
to-morrow. 


Mr. M’Duffie will to-day move the House 
to take up his resolution to amend the ‘on- 
stitution in relation to the election Of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President. 

February 16. 

In the Senate, the greater part of yesterday 
was passed in the consideration of Execu- 
tive business. The bill for the survey of a 
route fora Canal between the Atlantic and 
the Gulphof Mexico was passed and sent to 
the House of Representatives. 

Inthe House of Representatives, the dis- 
cussion op the resolution of Mr. Miver of 

ennsylvania, was resumed, the question of 
Fe-consideration was carried, but the discus- 
“4 was again cut short by the expiration of 
the hour devoted to resolutions. The House 
Gen resolved itself into Committee on Mr. 
M'Duffie’s resolutions to amend the Constitu- 
bon, in relation to tbe election of President 
and Vice-President. Mr. M’Duffie made an 
able speech, of about an hour and a half, and 
en his argument to-day. The bills 

aking appropriations for the N 
Library were passed. silt iece 

February 17. 
a The Senate yesterday was occupied nearl 
€ whole day in the consideration of Execu- 
" rey 

in the House of Representatives, the 
} “ ~ 
‘ution offered by Mr. Miner, of Posneyivenia 
‘0 relation to the Breakwater in the Dela. 
ware Bay, which has occupied the House-for 
‘ome days, was finally adopted. Mr. Cocke, 
nal ennessee, introduced a resolution on the 
+ ject of giving a fixed compensation to the 
> cers of the Army and Marines, in lieu of 

. mpnees. Mr. Taylor, of Virginia, intro. 
= & resolution on the subject of Members 
®cting their seats in the Hall by ballot ; 
* Mr. Garnsey offered a resolution 
§ an amendment of the Constitution in re- 


CHRISTIAN S&CRETARY. 


lation to President and Vice-President. The 
House then went into Committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, when Mr. M’Duf- 
fie completed his argument in a speech of 
near three hours in length; of which even 
our imperfect abstract, swells beyond the ca- 
pacity of our columns to admit. 
February 18. 

In the Senate, a bill was reported for the re- 
lief of Otway Burns, and the report of the 
Committee on foreign Relations against the 

etition of Alexander Scott, was agreed to. 
he Senate were in Executive business until 
after 3 o’clock 

In the House of Representatives yesterday 
an interesting report from the Secretary of 
War was transmitted by the President, in re- 
lation to the site tor an arsenal at Augusta 10 
Georgia. Mr. Cambreleng introduced a re- 
solution calling for the monthly statements of 
the affairs of the United States Bank for the 
last year. On motion of Mr. Cook, of Itlin- 
ois, the Committee on Public Lands were in 
structed to consider the expediency of allow- 
ing certain privileges to settlers near the 
Lead Mines in Illinois. The House then 
went into committee of the whole on the state 
of the Union, when Mr. Stoors delivered an 
able speech, which occupied about two hours, 
in opposition to Mr. M’Duffie’s proposition to 
amend the Constitution. Mr. Alexander, of 
Virginia, from the Committee on the district 
of Columbia, made an adverse report on the 
subject of a Territorial Government. 

The House adjourned till Monday. 

—_—— 

The prediction of the London Courier, 
a ministerial paper, in the article which we 
copy below, seems to be fully realized im 
the course of opposition to the Panama mis- 
sion. 

From the London Courier. 

We have received New-York, and other 
American papers to the 17 ult. this morning 
The most interesting portion of their contents 
is an official correspondence between the Co- 
lombian Secretary of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs, and the functionaries of other Seuth A 
merican Republies, respecting the Grand 
Council of Representatives, who are to assem 
ble at Panama. The United States have been 
invited to senda Minister: but it does not 
appear tht any decision had been come to by 
the Cabinet of Washington upon the subject. 
—We should not be surprised to find the lat- 
ter Government, in the plenitude of its re 
publican dignity decling an honour of so ques 
tionable a nature, emanating from the young- 
er branches of the democratic family of the 
New World The United States have shown. 
on many occasions that notwithstanding their 
republican sentiments, and their occasional 
boasts of republican simplicity, there prevails 
no inconsiderable portion of that attachment 
to form and etiquette, which is supposed to be- 
long only to the ancient monarchies of Europe 
Witb this feeling, they will probably think 
that they ought to be placed at the head of 
any federative assembly, called together for 
purposes common to the political interests of 
North and South America. They may even 
shrink from an acquiescence which would 
seem to imply that they were incapable of 
defending their own independence against 
the imaginary aggressions on the part of Eu 
rope, without acceding to this system of mu- 
tual support. . 


From the National Journal. 

The opposition pretends, that one of the 
objections to the Panama mission, is the want 
of confidence in the Secretary of State ; that 
he was disposed to involve the country in war, 
in 1818, to support the independence of South 
America ; and that, still later, two years ago 
—he offered a resulution breathing the same 
warlike spirit. The opposition is not more 
fortunate in its points of attack on the Secre- 
tary, than it has been in the selection of the 
Panama mission for the display of its force. 
The Secretary 1sinvulnerable op the side the 
Opposition has chosen to assail him. His own 
country,—Europe, South America, have a- 
warded to him, and posterity will award to 
him, the credit due to bis early, strenuous and 
persevering exertions, in the cause of Amer- 
ican independence. But he constantly disa- 
vowed all intention of plunging this country 
in the war, and contended that recognition 
was not cause of war; that they were gov- 
erninents de facto, in the full exercise of sov- 
ereignty, and that we hada right, without 
waiting the tardy movements of the parent 
country, to treat with and acknowledge them. 
The principles which he laid down and en- 
forced, were the same as those which Mr. 


Canning has recently asserted, in his answer 
to the letter of the Spanish minister complain- 
ing of the British acknowledgment of the new 
Republics. 

With respect to the resolution offered by 
the Secretary about two years ago, its object 
was to support the previous Message of the 
President, declaring that we could not allow 
the Holy Allies to interfere against the new 
republics. The message of the President, 
the support which the nation gave to it, and 
that resolution, as evidence of public senti- 
ment, no doubt contributed to dissuade the 
Allies from joining Spain. And is the Oppo- 
sition now properes to say, that if they had 
taken part with Spain, we ought to have stood 
by, unconcerned spectators ? 

It is thus that the Opposition, from sympa. 
thy, is prepared to plead the cause of the Ho 
ly Alliance. Condemning as it does, the 
early propositions to recognize the Southern 
Republics—opposing and thwarting the con- 
summation of our previous policy towards 
them, in the contemplated mission to Panama; 
we should not be surprised to see it setting 
itself up against iniernal improvements, a- 
gainst the tariff, against all the measures 
which have been heretofore cherished as ad- 
vancing the prosperity of the country, and 
endeavonring to throw back the nation at 
least half a century. 

—->— 

Brazil.—By the Navarre, from Rio Janei- 
ro we lean that war was declared by the Em. 
peror of Brazil against the United Provinces 
of Rio de la Plata, on the 10th of December 
last. We give atranslation of the Declara 
tion of War, with a letter to Mr. Sanderson, 


y | of Philadelphia, from the National Gazette. 


Great preparations were making, when the 
Navarre sailed, to prosecute the war with 
vigour ; fleets were fitting out; transports 
sailing ; a geveral press, for the land and sea 
service ; and a strong force was blockading 
the port of Buenos Ayres. Several priva- 
teers from Buenos Ayres had made their 
appearance on the coast of Brazil; one of 
them was off Cape Frio, and had made several 
captures. 
Translated for the National Gazette. 
From the * Diaria do Rio de Saneiro, of De- 
cember 77. : 

DECREE OR DECLARATION OF WAR. 


The Government of the Wnited Provinces 


of Rio de la Plata having committed acts of 
hostility against this empire without provoca- 
tion, or previous formal declaration of war. 
rejeciing thus the forms established among 
civilized nations, it is requested by the Camty 
of the Brazilian People, and the rank whic 
belongs to us — P sane that I, having 
heard my Council of State, should Declare, 
as | now do, WAR against the said Provinces 
and their Government; directing that by 
sea and land, all possible hostilities be waged 
upon them; authorizing such armaments as 
my subjects may please to use against that na- 
tion ; declaring that all captures or prizes of 
whatever nature, shall accrue entirely to the 
captors, without any deduction in favor of the 
pnblic treasurer. [Follows the regulation 
for the publication and distribution of the 
ae og 

Rio de Janeiro, 10th December, 1825 ; 
fourth year of the Independence and the Em- 
pire. 
Extract of a letter to Mr. Sanderson, of the 

Merchants’ Coffee House, Philadelphia. 


‘In the enclosed paper, dated the 1!7th 
December last, you will find that the Emper- 
or of Brazils has declared WAR inst the 
United Provinces of Rio de la Plata Great 
preparations were making when I left Rio, to 
carry on the war with vigor; fitting out all 
their men of war, and enlarging their army— 
there was a general press for the land and sea 
service—several transports with troops had 
sailed for Montevideo, and there was a strong 
naval force off Buenos Ayres, blockading that 
port. There is now several Buenos Ayres 
privateers (and it is said some | mane on the 
coast of the Brazils. One of them was off 
Cape Frio, and had made several captures, 
in a short time we ae expect any number 
of privateers (some with commissions on both 
sides,) and our trade to that coast will be very 
hazardous unless our Government see the 
propriety of sending out a respectable naval 
force to protect our merchant vessels against 
the lawless privateers that will be swarming 
in those parts. 

Markets at Rio were very dull for Ameri- 
can produce. Sugar, coffee, and hides. were 
scarce and high. 

The Empress of the Brazils had lately pre- 
sented a son and heir to His Imperial Majesty 
—there was great rejoicing on the occasion 

If | was to venture to give ap opinion, I 
should say that Don Padro will leave off wear 
ing his crown, before the young Prince can do 
without his cap . , 

From what I could learn while | was in 
Rio, I am satisfied that there is a strong part 
in the Brazils against the powers that be j 
am alsovery well assured that Boliwar intends 
to take a peep into that country, before he re- 
tires from the field; this was the general 
opinion in Upper Peru, when I left Arica in 
October last.” 

Cuba.—A letter to the Editors of the Balti- 
more American, dated Havanna, February 
1, communicates the following intelligence : 

** We are quiet here at present, and expect 
to remain so for some time, unless visited by 
some of our neighbours The troops oj 
arrived from Europe, and those yet expected, 
with the great number of loyalists this place 
contains, make it probable that no attempt at 
present, to overthrow the government, would 
be attended with success. | say the great 
number of loyalists here, as all those, or at 
least a great number of those who have beep 
expelled from Colombia and Mexico, flocked 
to this place. : 

We have in port six frigates, and in Ha 
vana and the immediate neighbourhood, about 
6,000 European troops. It is supposed there 
are about 2,500 to 3,000 European troops 
more in the other parts of the Island. There 
are also about 12,000 coloured troops, but 
these are not kept in active service. What 
would be the consequence of an invasion, no 
one can foretell. Some think they would be 
repulsed, unless very strong indeed ; while 
others believe that a great number of Creoles, 
and all the vagabonds, (of which we have a 
great number,) would flock to the standard 
of any invader, and render their success cer- 
tain. We are here quite in the dark, and 
know no more of what is going on at the op- 
posite part of the island, than we do of the in- 
terior of Africa. We look for news from the 
United States. I do not send you any news- 
papers, they would be as useless as blank pa- 

er. Thetwo daily papers’printed here, are 
lled with trash of no use to an intelligent 
reader here, and, if possible, less to a cit- 
izen of the United States In the meantime, 
the trade of this place is daily decreasing, it 
not being now one half of what it was pie 
— ago. The enormous trafliic carried on 
ere with Mexico is totally annihilated.” 


GEN. JACKSON AND GOV. TROUP. 


We understand that Gen. Jackson has de- 
clared himself decidedly in favour of the cause 
of Georgia, and openly advocates the stand ta- 
ken by her patriotic Gov. Troup. Though 
the General is not now in the Senate, still the 
weight of his influence will be felt at Washing- 
ton.—Sav. Rep. 


—_——~- 

Spain —A decree of the King of Spain is 
talked of, by which all the branches of the 
public revenue will be put out to farm. If 
this course be adopted, thousands of clerks 
will be reduced to mendicity. 

The Duke dei Infantado, the new minister 
in Spain, has also proposed to lay a tax of 
twenty millions of reals on the clergy. We 
presume their reverences will demur to this 
proposition. 

xtract of a private letter of the 9th inst. 
from Madrid :-—*‘It is rumoured that the 
greater part of the conscription about to be 
raised is destined for America, and that France 
and Russia have taken upon ihemselves to 
furnish transport vessels. Great discontent 
prevails among the lower classes, which pro- 
ceeds from the high price of bread, the arrest 
ofa vast nuinber of vagabonds, and the cer- 
tainty that in the approaching conscription, 
Madrid will furnish its contingent as well as 
the other towns of the kingdom. M. Bruel, 
who was chief of the statf of the army of the 
Isle of Leon, a short time before the King’s 
departure from Cadiz, has just been condemn- 
ed to death for contumacy, by the Criminal 
Tribunal at Seville A Junta, completely in- 
dependent of the Council of Castile, has been 
created to take the special direction of public 
institutions."——V. Y. Sigtesman. 


Letters from the North of Europe, are fil- 
led with details of the disasters occasioned by 
storms. The North Sea bas burst through the 
little tongue of land which united the provin- 
ces of Thy and Harsyssal. Considerable 
shocks of an earthquake were feli at Stras- 
burgh about 5 o’clock, on the mornirg of the 
2dof December, particularly by the watch- 


| men on the tower of the 


It is pre- 


tended that a remarkable whistiing noise was 
heard in the atmosphere, a few hours before. 


— — 

Mr. Meridith, a member from Philadelphia, 

reported a bill in the House of Representa- 

tives of Pennsylvania on the 14th inst. which 

was made the order of another day, for the 

entire abolition of Slavery in Pennsylvania.— 
N.Y. Daily Adv. 


GENERAL WILKINSON. 


A letter to the Editor of the Baltimore Ga- 
zette, from Mexicu, mentions that the Gener- 
al died at his villa on the Vega on the 28th 
of December. His body was taken to the 
house of the American Minister, Mr. Poinsett, 
from whence it was buried. An effort was 
made to procure for him military bonors, but 
this was peremptorily denied, on the plea, 
that the Mexicans did not grant such honours 
even to their own countrymen. 


Treaty with Mexico.—A member of Con- 

, under date of the 17th inst. writes as 

oll ws to the Editor of the Baltimore Patriot. 

‘‘ itis said and believed, that Mr. Poinsett. 

our Minister, bas concluded a treaty with the 

Republic of Mexico, highly satisfactory, pla- 

cing the navigation and commerce of the two 

countries on terms of perfect reciprocity.”— 
N.Y Daily Adv. 


ST. PETEKSBURGH, Dec 17. 


“The Grand Duke Michael, who has this 
night arrived from Warsaw, has put an end to 
all the report- which had been circulated re- 
lating to the departure of the Grand Duke, 
Constantine for Tanganrok. 

‘» At the period of the marriage of the Grand 
Duke Constantine, with the daughter of a 
private Polish gentleman, the Empress moth- 
er, who was opposed to it obtained from the 
Emperor a decision, aceording to which, in 
forming this alliance, Constantine was to 
renounce his right to the throne in favour of 
the Grand Duke Nicholas. The act was pre- 
pared. assented to, and signed by Constan- 
tine, and three copies of it were secretly de 
posited with the Senate, the Synod, aod the 
Supreme Council of the Empire. This se 
cret document was not to be opened, but on 
the death uf the Emperor Alexander. 


* Immediately on the dismal news of the 
17th being received, the packets we-e official 
ly opened, but, from respect for the hereditary 
rights of his eldest brother, the Grand Duke 
Nicholas declared. on the spot, that he re- 
nounced the benefit of the act in question, 
and that he would take the oath of fidelity to 
the Emperor, Constantine I. The Senate. 
the great Dignitaries of the Empire, and the 
soldiers, followed his example, and, from that 
moment, they were only occupied in looking 
for the arrival of their new Sovereign. 


‘But the latter, faithful to the arrange- 
ments to which he had subscribed, made no 
preparations for quitting Warsaw, where he 
held himself ready to acknowledge the Empe-. 
ror Nicholas the First. He waited for orders, 
without which be thought he could not leave 
his residence. This singular state of things 
contioued till the arrival of numerous cour- 
iers at Warsaw, bringing with them the adhe 
sion of the Imperial family, and of ‘the great 
bodies of the States.” 


LONDON, January 6th. 


We have received by Express, this morn- 
ing, the Etoil dated yesterday. Its contents 
are of great interest. The intelligence from 
St. Petersburgh, at length clears up all 
doubts as to the succession of Constantine to 
the Imperial Throne. It appears there did 
exist a formal document, signed by Constan- 
tine, by which he renounced, in favour of the 
Archduke Nicholas, his ,right to the Crown. 
When the news reached St. Petersburgh, of 
the death of the Emperor Alexander, this 
document, which haa been signed and attested 
in triplicate, was opened and read, but Nich- 
olas refused to act upon its conditions; and 
instead of placing the Crown on his own head, 
he, and after him the whole Imperial Family, 
the Senate, &c. took the oaths of fidelity to 
Constantine. The latter, meanwhile, cun- 
scious of the solemn engagements inte which 
he had entered, and contemplating no viola- 
tion of them, remained quietly at Warsaw, 
when he heard of the demise of his brother. 
This explains a circumstance which had nat- 
urally excited observation, and gave rise to 
various rumours. At length, however, Cour- 
iers despatched from St. Petersburgh to War- 
saw, apprised him of the course which events 
had faken, and, yielding to the will of his au- 
— Brother, of the Imperial Family, the 

nate, and the constituted Authorities, he 
consented to ascend the vacant throne. His 
presence in St. Petursburgh was momentarily 
expected, and the day of his arrival was to be 
the only suspension of that public mourning 
which had been ordered for the deceased Mo- 
narch. 

Thus there is an end of all conjecture and 
doubt as tu the person of the successor.— Lon. 
Courier. 


PARIS, Jan. 2. 


A striking ceremony took place this morn- 
ing in the Christian Greek Church, in the Rue 
des Billettes. Count Pozzo di Borgo assem 
bled the subjects of his Majesty the Emperor 
of Russia belonging to his legation, and re- 
ceived their oath of fidelity to the Emperor 
Constantine. 


HURRICANE AT GIBRALTAR. 


The following letters were received at 
Lloyd’s yesterday, from Gibraltar :— 


GIBRALTAR, Dec. 8. 


** It is with painful sensations I have to *re- 
cord one of the most dreadful hurricanes ex- 
rienced here within the memory of man. 
“be night of the 6th set in with strong gales ; 
towards eight P. M., increased to a perfect 
gale, with heavy ‘squalls, accompanied with 
torrents of rain, and at midnight it was a per- 
fect hurricane. To add to the borrors of the 
scene, the night was dark, and the Bay being 
unusually full of vessels.some broke from their 
moorings, driving on board the vessels i:. their 
track, and carrying all before them. The 
morning discovered a scene not describable; , 
from Landport to near the Spanish Lines, the 
beach is covered with wrecks of every des- 
cription: the exact number is not yet ascer- 
tained, but certainly it cannot be less than 
two hundred vessels. In some places they 
form a complete mass, seven or eight deep, 
jamming and crashing each other. e wea- 
ther fortunately subsided towards noon, al- 
thongh it is not yet settled. Exertions are 
now making to save the c , and though 
the specific damage is not wo, no vessel 


has escaped damage. 

a The! Columbine ivateer, Gen. Soub- 
lette, is entirely w _. The captain, sur- 
geon, and thirty- ‘escaped ; the rest,~ 


m. 


upwards of eighty mt , are prisoners in 


, 19 


* 


the ish Lines, after having been most in- 
humanly fired on by the Spanish Guard, whe 
it is said, killed two or three. A number o* 
lives have been lost; about twelve have al 
ready been discovered, but the number lost is 
not yet known.” 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Letters have been received from Constan. 
tinople. The most interesting news they con- 
tain is, that pretty warm disputes have lately 
taken place between th: Reies Effendi and 
the British Charge d’Affaires, relative to the 
affairs of the Peloponnesus. On the other 
hand the Porte has received information that 
the Captain Pacha, as soon as he learnt that 
the Greek fleet. under Miaulis, had appeared 
near Missolonghi, hastened to leave the coast 
to avoid the battle which seemed to be emi- 
nent This news has greatly displeased the 
Sultan, and it was generally Lctioved that the 
Captain Pacha would be disgraced. 

-——>— 

The Report of Commissioners appointed to 
survey routes for acanal from Boston Harbor 
tothe Connecticut and Hudson, has been 
printed in avolume of 274 pages, by order 
of the Legislature, and it is proposed to dis- 
tribute it in every county in the state. 
From Boston to Montague, the expense is es- 
timated at three millions. The lockage will 
be 1959 feet. From the Connecticut to the 
Hudson, the lockage will be 1322 feet, and 
Hoosac Mountain must be passed by a tunnel 
four miles in length—whole expense, a little 
more than three millions. —NV. Y. Daily Ad- 
vertiser. 


— {>— 

The Norfolk Beacon states that an organ- 
ized conspiracy among a number of negro 
boys to rob stores, dwellings, &c. was recent- 
ly discovered at Norfolk. Ten of them had 
been taken up; three dismissed tor want of 
evidence ; three ordered to be publicly whip- 
ped, and four committed for grend lorceny.— 
Ibidem. 


Albany, Feb. 17. 

An unfortunate affair took place about 11 
o'clock on Wednesday night at the oa Cof- 
fee House. Mr. Anderson of the theatre, 
upon provocation from Mr. Carter, one cf the 
runners for the eastern line of Stages, drew a 
pistol and fired it athim. The ball entered, 
we understand, his side, and caused a severe, 
though it is believed, not a dangerous wound. 
Anéerson was committed. 


Singular Circumstance.—The Coroner was 
called, on Saturday, the 18th inst. to view the 
body of an unknown Colored woman, found 
at the store No. 161 Southst. She was ship 
ped on board the schr Mirror, from Balti- 
more, to some person here. The discovery 
was made in consequence of the barrel being 
opened, in mistake, by the wrong consignee.— 
The barrel was marked P. X. No. 2. We 
hope the affair will be investigated.—Vat. 
Adv. 

—p—— 

Daring Outrage.—On Friday Morning last 
a man entered the dwelling of Mr. Zebley, 
at Wilmington, Delaware, while Mrs Z and 
her infant only were in the house, and reques 
ted her to give him some money. She repli- 
ed she had none, when the villain seized a 
butcher knife which was lying on the table, 
and plunged it into her body. Mrs. Z. fell and 
remained for sometime alone, until the cries 
of her child attracted a neighbour. She was 
able to describe the man, and pursuit was im- 
mediately made. On Sunday night a man 
answering the description was taken, and on 
Mrs. Z. seeing him, she identified him as the 
person who committed the crime. He calls 
himself Michael Monalton, says that he is re- 
cently from Philadelphia, and states that he 
served his time tothe coachmaking business, 
in Germanntown, near that city. rs. Zeb- 
ley died subsequently to identifying her mur- 
derer. 


MARRIED. 

In this city, by the Rev. C. P. Grosvenor, 
Mr. Garry T. Newell, to Miss Mary Ann 
Ingham. 

At Mansfield, on the 9th inst. by the Rev. 
Jona Goodwin, Mr. Asa TDonverse, of Mon- 
son, Mass. to Miss Mary Wylles, of Mansfield, 
Conn. 

At East Hartford, by the Rev. A. Bolles, 
Mr. James McLean of this city, to Mrs. Lau- 
ra Palmer, of that place. 


OBITUARY. 

In this city, Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, wife of 
Mr. Norman Smith, and daughter of Andrew 
Kingsbury, Esq. 

In this town, after a distressing illness of 
eleven months, Mrs. Anne Olcott, wife of 
Mr. Harris Olcott, and daughter of Capt. 
Aaron Cook ; Samuel, son of Mr. Samuel L. 
Moore, aged 4. 

At Hampton, Conn. Mr. Nathan Payne, 
aged 72. 

Died, in Pittsfield, Mass. Mr. Luther 
Phelps. He was aman between 60 and 70 
years of age ; was never married ; lived like 
a hermit alone in the world: and finally died 
by the influence of fanaticism. He usually 
wore his beard, which descended half way 
down his breast; as he believed shaving to 
be sinful- He was lately persuaded, as it is 
said, by one Abner Durham, a_ worthless 
wretch, who calls himself ‘‘ the Prophet of 
the Lord,” to undertake the more than mortal 
task of fasting ‘‘ forty days and forty nights,” 
under the assurance, that, if he survived that 
time without food, he would never die. He 
persevered five days without any sustenance ; 
and survived with very little some fifteen days 
more ; when he at last departed this life, a 
victim to fanaticism and imposture.—T'rav- 
eller. 

At Windsor, Mrs. Azuba Griswold, aged 
80; Mr. Zebulon Hoskins, aged 41. 

At Granby, Mr. Bates, aged 23; 

At Montigue, Mass. on the 20th of Decem- 
ber, Lois, wife of Mr. John Rockwell, aged 
60, formerly of East-Windsor. : 

At Otis, Mass. Mrs. Martha Williams, aged 
54, formerly of M'ddletown. 

At Middietown, Westfield Society, on the 
19th inst. Miss Hannah Wilcox, aged 78. 

ES EES TE ED 


NOTICE. 


THE Hon. Court of Probate for the Dis- 
trict of Stafford, hath allowed six months from 
the 20th of Feb. A. D. 1826, for the credit- 
ors to the estate of JOHN LILLIBRIDGE, 
late of Richmond, state of Rhode-I: land, de 
ceased, to exhibit their claims ~~ settlement 
Those who neglect to present their accoun'* 
perly attested within said time, will be de- 
Carred a recovery. All persons indebted tc 
said estate, are requested to make immediate 


t to 
rT JOHN WARREN, Jr. Adm’r. 
Tolland, Feb. 20th, 1926. , 
= Pry ' 4 


POETRY. 


~~ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
By James Montcomery, Ese. 

Flowers, wherefore do ye bloom ? 

We strew thy pathway tothe tomb. 


Stars, wherefore do ye rise? 

To light thy spirit to the ekies. 

. Fair moon, why dost thou wane? 

That { may wax again. 

O sun, what makes thy beams so bright ? 
The Word that said—* Let there be light.’ 


Ocean, what rules thy swell and fall ? 
The might of Him that ruleth all. 


. Planets, what guides you in your course’ 
. Unseen, unfelt, unfailing force. 


. Time, whither dost thou flee ? 
I travel to eternity. 


Eternity, what art thou, say ’ 
1 was, am, will be ever more, to-day. 


PO PO PO PO PO POE bO ba 


. Nature, whence sprang thy glorious frame’ 
My maker called me, and | came. 


. Winds, whence and whither do ye blow? 
Thou must be * born again,” to know. 


O life, what is thy breath? 
A vapour, vanishing in death. 


. O death, where ends thy strife? 
. Io everlasting life. 


.O grave, where is thy victory ? 
Ask arm who rose again frum me. 


>O > > >O PO 


From the Columbian Star. 
HISTORY AND UTILITY OF 
TRACT SOCIETIES. 

Given by Mr. Baron Stow, at the late 
meeting of the Baptist General Tract 
Society, in the city of Washington. 

Mr. Stow stated, that in the early ages 
of Christianity, public preaching was the 
principal medium for the communication 
ot divine truth. Manuscripts containing 
portions of the revealed word of God, 
were distributed among the churches to 
a considerable extent; but they were 
hardly sufficient to supply all the believ- 
ers. Commentaries and Homilies were 
written and circulated, but the expen-e 
of such manuscripts was so great that the 
poor were unable to purchase. Very 
little, therefore, was effected in this way, 
until about the middle of the 14th centu- 
ry, when John Wickliff published those 
tracts, or treatises on Scripture truths, 
which produced such an excitement both 
in England and on the continent, as to 
bring down upon him the heaviest wrath 
of the Catholic Pontiff. Inthe 15th cen- 
tury, the invention of the art of printing 
gave new and astonishing facilities to 
those who were disposed to employ their 
money and efforts in the evangelical work 
of distributing the truths of the Gospel 
among the poor and destitute. In the 
succeeding century, Luther, Zuinglius, 
Calvin, and other reformers, availed 
themselves of the advantages which this 
invention afforded, and circulated their 
writings in the form of tracts to a consid- 
erable extent. These tracts, written in 
a bold and spirited style, were read by 
multitudes, and contributed, in no small 
degree, to advance a knowledge of the 
true religion. They exposed, in a fear- 
less manner, the errours and coi ruptions 
ofthe Roman church and defended with 
Christian zeal and fidelity, the faith as 
once delivered to the saints. 

ln the year 1647, the Society in Eng- 
land for the promotion of Christian 
knowledge, was formed, distribution of 
tracts is now made a part of its operations. 
Within the last thirty years, this Society 
has issued and circulated more than 6, 
000,000 [not pages but] tracts—14,900 of 
them in the languages of India. 

In 1730, an Association was formed in 
Germany, for the purpose of enlightening 
the Jews and Mohammedans. It has since 
circulated a large number of tracts on re- 
ligious subjects, besides many copies of 
the New Testament. 

Bat the Christian world did not appre- 
ciate the atility of tracts, and the feasibil- 
ity with which they could be published, 
and distributed, until Miss Hannah More, 
in 1795, commenced the publication of 
her ‘* Cheap Repository of Tracts.” 
Yes, tou lady—the world undoubtedly 
contains thousands, equal to her in good- 
ness and capacity, but who seem “ born 
to blush unseen’’—to a lady, can we truce 
the origin of that strong excitement, 
which, in this department of Christian 
enterprise and benevolence has already 
produced such salutary results.—Hanonah 
More has written some of the best and 
most useful tracts that have ever appear- 
ed. Perhaps, among her tracts we shall 
find some of the ablest productions of ber 
pen. Her narratives are judiciously se- 
lected, and drawn up with great ease and 
simplicitly. 

The Rev. George Burder, who is well 
known as the author of Village Sermons, 
Village Tracts, &c. soon engaged in the 
same good work, and his success was so 
signal as to encourage more extended 
operations. At his suggestion, the Lon- 
don Religious Tract Society was formed 
in the year 1799. Composed at first of 
but few individuals, its operations were 
not so extensive as they have since been. 
During the first 25 years of its existence, 
it published and circulated 61,400,000 
Tracts, comprising 532 numbers. This 
Society has published tracts in thirty-four 
different languages, chiefly at its own ex- 


pense. 
The English Prayer-book and Homily 


Society, instituted at London, in 1812; 
the Methodist Tract Society, at Sheffield, 
in 1803 ; the Church of England Tract 
Society, at Bristol, in 1811 ; the Liver- 
pocl Religious Tract Society, in 1814; 
bave published tracts in 13 different 
languages, and distributed, for the most 
part, gratuitously, 5,200,000 copies. 

The Religious Tract Suciety of Den- 
mark, was formed in 1800, on the island 
of Funon. The King and many of his 
noblemen have patronized it. The 
number of tracts issued amounts to 220, 
000. 
The Evangelical Tract Society of Swe- 
den, was formed by Dr. Patterson, at 
Stockholm, in 1808. Under the patron- 
age of the King of Sweden, and other dis- 
tinguished individuals, this Society has 
been very flourishing and efficient, 2,¢50 
000 tracts have been circulated,—many 
of them in the languages of Finland and 
Lapland. 

Four respectable Tract Societies were 
formed in Scotland prior to the year 1812, 
which have published and distributed a- 
bout 2,250,000 tracts. 

In Germany, several Tract Societies 
have been formed and have distributed 
tracts to the amount of 700,000. The 
first was established at Heidleberg in 
1804. The Stutgard Religions Tract So- 
ciety was instituted in 1809 ; the Chris- 
tian Association ia Northern Germany, in 
1812; the Upper Valley Religious 
Tract Society, and the Hanover Tract 
Society, in 1814 ; the Hamburgh Reli- 
gious Tract Society, in 1820 ; the War- 
temburg Tract Society, and the Leipsic 
Tract Society in 1821 

Tract Societies commenced their ope- 
rations in Russia, about 1812, and were 
patronized by the dignitaries of the Rus- 
sian church. But what bas added a great 
interest to these Societies in Russia, was 
the patronage of a pious princess, who, 
in 1814, had translated 14 tracts of the 
London Society, most of which, with 
several others, she has printed at her 
own expense. Editions of 100 different 
tracts have been published in the Russian 
language, at Moscow and St. Petersburgh, 
and copies to the amount of 800,000 have 
been circulated by individuals and asso- 
ciations through almost every province 
of the empire. 

The Prussian Tract Society was estab- 
lished at Berlin, in 1814, and received 
liberal donations from the King. Its tracts 
have been considered very useful in the 
Prussian army. About 1,000,000 tracts 
have been distributed by this Society 
in the German, Lithuanian, and Polish 
languages. 

In Ireland, a Religious Tract and Book 
Society was instituted at Dublin, in 1814, 
and in 1819 became a National Institution. 
It has received 3,500 dollars from the 
friends of religion in England and Scot. 
land, by which its usefulness has been 
much increased. By means of this Insti 
tution, 1,500,000 tracts and religious 
books have been circulated among the 
poor people of that unhappy country. 

A Society was formed in Iceland, in 
1818, which has published editions of 22 
tracts and circulated about 40,000 co- 
pies. 

The Amsterdam Religious Tract So- 
ciety for the Netherlands, instituted in 
1820, is now said to be one of the most 
active institutions on the continent. Two 
thousand members are connected with it, 
who have published editions of 53 tracts 
in the Dutch language, and circulated 
243,275 copies. 

A Society, instituted at Paris, is now in 
operation in France ; but the time of its 
formation is not ascertained. A Repert, 
published in 1824, states that 290,000 
tracts had then been prioted. 

In Africa, a Tract Society was formed 
at the Cape of Good Hope in 1820, for 
the purpose of distributing tracts and re 
ligious books. 

In Asia, the Bellary Tract Society, 
and the Madras Religious Tract Associa- 
tion, were formed in 1818, and have cir- 
culated, in various languages, 150,000 
tracts. 

Many tracts have also been circulated 
in connexion with foreign missions. The 
Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society has 
published editions of 18 tracts in Benga. 
lee, 3 in Sungskrit, 4 in Hindoostanee, and 
4 in other languages, making in all 50, 
200 copies. 

Such is a brief detail of what has been 
done in the old world in this field of pious 
benevolence. But efforts of this kind 
have not been confined to the old world. 
Christians, in America, have caught the 
holy flame, and embarked in the same 
generous enterprise ; and at no period 
has their zeal for the glory of God and 
the salvation of men, worna purer and 
more transparent aspect than at the 
present. 

The Massachusetts Society for the 
promotion of Christian knowledge, in- 
stitated at Boston in 1803, though design- 
ed principally to promote Domestic Mis- 
sions, bas distributed 30,350 tracts. 

The New Engiand, subsequently de- 
nominated the American Tract Society, 
was formed in 1814, and according to 
the last annual report, has issued 4,217, 
500 tracts. 

The New York Religious Tract Socie- 
ty, instituted in 1812, has published and 
distributed 1,561,744 tracts. 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


The Evangelical tist) Tract Soci- 
ety formed in semen has issued 
tracts to the amount of about 475,600. 

The Religious Tract Society of Phila- 
delphia, formed in 1815, and afterwards 
united to the Sunday and Adult School 
union, has issued nearly 1,400,000 tracts. 

The American Tract Society, recently 
established at New-York, has commenced 
its operations on a very extensive scale. 
The other American Society, located in 
New England, has united to the National 
Institution, which now promises most 
complete success. 

Thirty five other Tract Societies, aside 
from auxiliaries, have been formed in the 
United States by which more than 2,000, 
000 tracts have been printed and circula- 
ted. 

The whole number printed and distri- 
buted by the different Societies in this 
country can be safely estimated at 10, 
000,000 ; which, added to the 95,000, 
0U-0, that have been circulated in foreign 
countries, m-ke atotal of 105,000,000 
published in the world mostly within 25 
years. 

On the supposition that these tracts 
have been so distributed as to allow only 
one to an individual, 105,000,000 persons 
are thus supplied, leaving more than 
seven-eighths of the population of the 
globe entirely destitute. ‘* Very much 
land remaineth to be possessed.” 

As to the utility of Tract Societies Mr. 
S. observed, that they had been exten- 
sively useful, not only in preventing a 
great mass of evil, but also in effecting 
much positive good. Infidel publications 
have been kept out of circulation by 
means of religious tracts, individuwls 
have been reformed and revivals of re- 
ligion promoted. Tracts have proved to 
be the best pioneers of the Bible ; for 
where they have been distributed, desires 
have been excited to be supplied with the 
Scriptures. 

Mr. S. stated that the British and For 
eign Bible Society was established in con- 
sequence of the suggestion ofa few Welsh 


London Society and were desirous of pro- 
curing copies of the Bible. To the cir. 
culation of Tracts also, we may attribute 
the establishment of all the Bible Socie 
ties in Russia, Sweden, Finland, Iceland 
and Denmark 

Did our space allow, we could here 
mention a variety of facts which were 
stated, demonstrating the great utility of 
these * messengers of mercy.”? But we 
can now make room for only one. 

The author of the * Dairyman’s Daugh 
ter,’ the Rev. Leigh Richmond, says he 
has been informed of more than 300 
individuals who were first awakened by 
reading that tract, and now have hope in 
Christ. 

Ifsuch has been the effect of one tract, 
what may not be effected by many. And 
what encouragement does such an elo- 
quent fact afford to those who have en 
gaged to promote the interests of the Bap 
tist General Tract Society.—Brethren, 
let us not ** be weary in well doing,” 
but with renewed ardour and increased 
efforts, zealously pursue in the generous 
undertaking. Men are daily perishing in 
their sins, while we possess the means to 
send them the light of life. 


—~-—. 
ELOQUENT APPEAL 

In behalf of the souls of men, from a 
consideration of the immensity of their 
loss ;—-an extract from the sermon of 
Prof. Chase, delivered at the ordination of 
the Rev. Mr. Knowles. 

By losing the soul, we mean the plun- 

ging of it intomisery So the losing of 
eternal life er happiness, is the incurring 
of eternal death or misery. 
If the soul is endowed with so enlarged 
a capacity as we have seen, of knowing, 
what must be its anguish, when its knowl 
edge shall only exhibit at a distance the 
happiness it has lost ; or present the glo- 
rious works and ways of that Being whose 
enemy it has become. If the soul is ca- 
pable of perceiving its obligations to the 
Creator, how tremendous must be its 
condemnation, if it disregard those obli- 
gations ! 

If the soul is capable in so high a de- 
gree as has been suggested, of enjoyment, 
it is, in an equal degree, capable of mise- 
ry. The greater part, doubtless, of evils 
experienced by man in this life, consists 
in troubles of the mind. What then 
must be the state of the soul when every 
faculty that was once a source of enjoy- 
ment, becomes a source of torment ;— 
when every remembrance of the past is 
a dagger to the soul,—when every view 
of the present, is torture,—and every 
prospect of the future, despair ! 

If the soul, redeemed from sin and its 
consequences, can be filled with joys so 
exalted as we have seen ; if, shielded by 
the great atonement, she enter heaven 
with songs so triamphant, how terrible 
must be the doom of that soul who has 
ee the astonishing sacrifice made on 
Calvary, and ‘ trodden under foot the 
Son of God,’ when she enters— not 
heaven but the world of wo,—sinking 
self-condemned, under the full weight of 
that divine displeasure from which the 
neglected Redeemer only could deliver ! 
And if, in the one case, the soul’s im- 
mortality add so inconceivably to the 
value of its joys, how tremendously in 


.the other, must it enhance its loss :—No 


ject exhibitto the benevolence of those 


people whe had read the traets of the! Pp 


joyfully, for promoting, either directly or 


and consistent Christianity the current 
literature of his country ; and in the 


and at the seats of learning, to point the 
youthful mind, with becoming reverence 
and emphasis, to the instructions of him 
who spake as never man spake,—‘ the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world.” 


dience asa father would talk to his chil- 
dren, witb an affectionate tenderness. 
the most awful denunciations of the divine 
displeasure, an air of unaffected meek- 
ness should be preserved, that while, 
with unsparing fidelity, we declare the 
whole counsel of God, it may appear we 
are actuated by a genuine spirit of com- 
passion. 
of denouncing the threatenings of the 
word of God, is not only barbarous and 
inhuman, but calculated, by inspiring dis- 
gust, to rob them of all their efficacy. 
If the awful part of our message, which 
may be styled the burden of the Lord, 
ever fall with due weight on our hearers, 
it will be when it is delivered with a 
trembling hand and faltering lips ; and 
we may then expect them to realize its 
‘|solemn import, when they perceive that 
we ourselves are ready to sink under it. 
Of whom | have told you before, said St. 
Paul, and now tell you weeping, that they 
are the,enemies of the cross of Christ. 
What force does that affecting declaration 
derive from these tears ! 
manner insinuates itself into the heart, 
renders it soft and pliable, and disposes it 
to imbibe the sentiments and follow the 
impulse of the s 
attended to the effect of addresses from 
the pulpit, must have perceived how 
much 
this quality, which gives to sentiments 
comparatively trite, a power over the 
mind, beyond what the most striking } 


tongue can tell. No imagination can con- 
ceive. 3 

And am I, O my God! addressing in 
thy name an assembly of persons who are 
all, as rapidly as the now vanishing year 
has been speeding its flight, hastening ei- 
ther to the one or to the other of these 
conditions ? Am | myself, and are we all 
endowed with a soul capable of so much 
happiness or of so much misery? Yes, 
my audience, these are sober realities. 
The gracious Messenger himself from 
heaven has clearly proclaimed them with 
the most impressive solemnity ; and eve- 
ry principle of sound philosophy, every 


dictate of humanity, every sanction of 


God, requires us to receive the revela- 
tion as it is given, and act accordingly. 
1 utter no figment of fanaticism, and no 
doubtful speculation, when I assert, that 
each one of us, and that every son and 
daughter of the human family, is entrusted 
with a treasure, compared with which 
the earth, with all its wealth and all its 
empires, is a bubble. 

Ye whose souls have been regenerated 
and brought into a state of salvation, con 
template the prospect before you ; and 
while you are overwhelmed with wonder 
and unutterable gratitude, forget not that 
every one of you may do something fer 
saviug the souls of others. There is no 
one who has not an influence on some 
other individual. How strong the mo- 
tives for humbly and earnestly employing 
that influence in unceasing endeavours to 
save thesouvl. An archangel cannot com- 
pute the amount of everlasting happiness 
that may result from the christian deport. 
ment, and the private prayers, and the 
timely, heartfelt suggesstions of the most 
inconsiderable member of the household 
of faith. What a field then does this sub- 


to whom more talents have been com- 
mitted ! 

To the heart of the pious parent, as 
the looks around on the circle of dear 
immortals committed to his charge it 
addresses a lesson that words cannot ex 
ress. 

It calls on the youth to consider seri- 
ously how he ought to employ the vigour 
of his days. 

It cal's on the man of business to 
transact all his affairs in subserviency to 
his benefiiing, in some way, the souls of 
men. 

It calls on the man of experience to 
aid in this work by the paternal counsels 
and encouragement of venerable old age. 

It calls on every one to contribute ac- 
cording to his ability, and to contribute 


indirectly, the spiritual welfare ot his fel- 
low men, wherever they may be found 
* on the face of the earth.’ 

I. charges the man of distinguished re- 
putation to bring the whole weight of his 
character to bear decidedly on the fur- 
therance of that religion without which 
the soul is lost. 

It calls on the mothers and sisters in 
Christ to employ, amidst their daily du- 
ties, in the modest but no less charming 
and important sphere which Providence 
has assigned them, all the beauty of holi- 
ness, all the lovliness, and all the accom- 
plishments with which they have been 
blessed, in winning their kindred and as- 
sociates to eternal life. 

It calls on the man of genius, and taste, 
and erudition, to bring over to a thorough 


private chamber, and in the social circle, 


——_ 
AFFECTIONATE PREACHING. 
“« A preacher ought to speak to his au- 


A hard and unfeeling manner 


An affectionate 


aker. Whoever has, 


their impression depends upon 


and original conceptions possess withoy; 


it.” Hats. 
—>—__ 
_ “ There is another strain of preaching 
which though it wear the garb of zeal, is 
seldom a proof of any power but the 
power of self; I mean angry and scold. 
ing preaching. The Gospel is a benevo. 
lent scheme, and whoever speaks in the 
power of it, will assuredly speak in love, 
In the most faithful rebukes of sin, in the 
most solemn declarations of God’s dis. 
pleasure against it,a preacher may give 
evidence of a disposition of good will and 
compassion to sinners, and certainly will, 
if he speaks under the influence of the 
power of truth If we can indulge in. 
vective and bitterness in the pulpit, we 
know not what spirit we are of ; we are 
but gratifying our own evil tempers, un- 
der the pretence of a concern for the 
cause of God and truth. A preacher of 
this character, instead of resembling a 
priest bearing in his censer hallowed fire 
taken from God’s altar, may be compared 
to the madman described in the Proverbs, 
who scattereth at random fire-brands, and 
arrows, and death, and saith, am I not in 
sport? Such persons may applaud their 
own faithfulness and courage, and think it 
a great attainment that they can so easily 
and constantly set their congregation at 
defiance ; but they must not expect to be 
useful, so long asit remains a truth, that 
the wrath of man worketh not the right. 
eousness of God.”’ 
—>— 


FEMALE BENEVOLENCE. 


The treasurer of the Bristol (Eng.) 
Seamen’s Friend Society, recently recei- 
ved the following note, with the enclosure 
spoken of, from a pious lady in that vicin- 
ity: ‘Sir, my husband was a merchant, 
and he made his fortune. which I now en- 
joy, by means of sailors; 1 feel, there. 
fore, bound in duty, as his widow, to do 
something for their religious benefit | 
beg, therefore, Sir, you will accept the 
enclosed check for one hundred pounds,” 
($444) This same lady afterwards visited, 
onthe Sabbath the Mariners’ Chapel, in 
that port, and was so delighted that she 
handed the treasurer fifty pounds ($222) 
more. The lady in company with her 
presented at the same time ‘wenty pounds, 
being altogether about $750. Amid this 
liberality of the rich, however, we must 
not forget the ‘‘ widow’s mite.” One 
poor woman, a pauper in the work-house, 
who had a son at sea, actually went round 
the work house. and collected for the So- 
ciety three shillings and seven pence. It 
was little, but it was all they had, and he 
who sat over against the treasury, and saw 
the widow cast. in ‘“*two mites from her 
penury.” will not forget the generous 
act.—Mar. Mag. 

——eae 
Cure for frozen Limbs.—Dissolve from one 
quarter to half a reese of alum in a gallon of 
warm water, and immerse the feet or hands 
init when frozen, for ten or fifteen minutes, 
and a cure will be effected. A gentleman of 
this town informs, that having frozen his feet 


not long since, he tried the above remedy 
with complete success.—New Bedford Mer- 


rury. 


WANTED, 
A boy about sixteen years of age, as an 
apprentice to the shoe-making business; one 
that can come well recommended will meet 
with as good encouragement to get his trade 
as at any other shop in this state. 

MINER & GOODRICH. 

Wethersfield, Jan. I6th, 1826. 
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ETNA 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 
WILL receive proposals for Insurance 2- 
gainst lovs or oer y FIRE, every day in 
the week, (ekcept Sunday,) at their office ip 
Morgan’s EJchange Coffee-House, State St. 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 
ir DANIEL-ST. JOHN, Esquire of said 
Hartford, is appointed Surveyor. His acts in 
that capacity will be recognized as the acts of 
the Company. 
THOMAS K. BRACE, President. 

Isaac Perkins, Secretary. 


THE 
PROTECTION 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


Having been duly organized, are now ready to 
receive proposals for FIRE and MARINE 
INSURANCE, at their office in State 
Street, a few doors west of Front-Street. 


Tus Institution was incorporated by the 
Legislature of this state at their last session, 
for the purpose of effecting Fine and MaRinté 
INSURANCE. Its capitalis ONE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, 
with liberty to increase the same to HALF 

Mivuton or Dotcars, The first named sum 
is all paid in or secured, and the whole amount 
($150,000) is vested in Bank Funds, Mortga- 
ges and approved endorsed notes; all which, 
on the shortest notice, could be converted 
into Cash and appropriated to the payment of 


The Directors pledge themselves to issue 
policies on as favourable ierms as any other 
Office in the United States; and by fairness 
and liberality in conducting the business of 
the Company, they expect to gain the confi- 
dence of the public. 


The following gentlemen are Directors of 


i Coy 


Nathan Morgan, 
Jeremiah Brown, Henry Hudson, 
Wm. W. Ellsworth, | Roderick Terry, 
Merrick W Chapin, | Edward Watkinson, 
James B. Hosmer, | James H. Wells, 


Charles 3. Phelps. 
7 WM. W. ELLSWORTH, Prendest 
gomas C. Perxins, Secretary. 
Hartford, July 7, 1825. a5tf 


BOOK & JOB 
PRINTING, 
Mt this Ofte. 


